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pri‘nciple n. L, Fundamental source, primary
clement, (held water to be the fiest principle of all
things). 2, Fundamental truth as basis of reason-
ing ctc. (arguing from first principles); (Phys.)
reneral law  (Archimedes’ principle; principle of
relativaty) ; general law as guide to action (moral,
conservaltve, principles; a dangerous principle) ; in ~,
as regards fundamentals but not necessarily in
detail. 3. (in pl. or collect. sing.) Personal code
of right conduct (a man of high principle; has
ability but no principles; principle 1s everything) ; on
~, from settled moral motive (I refuse on
principle). 4. Law of nature forming basis for
construction or working of machine ete. (in all
these instruments the principle is the same). 5. (Chem,)

Constituent of a substance, esp. one giving rise

to some quality ete., (bilter principle of cinchona
bark). [ME, f. AF *principle, OF principe f. L
principium source, in pl. foundations (as PRINCE)]
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bub’ble, n, [D. bobbel; Dan. boble; Sw. bubbla,
a bubble.

1. A vesicle of water or other fAuid inflated
with alr or gas; as, a4 soap bubble.

2. A small spherical or spheroldal miass of
air or F“ contalned in a liquid ora transpar.
ent solid; as, the bubbles in glass or chams
PAENG

3. The act or stata of bubbling: also. the
sound made by bubbles, as in bolling a liguld.

4. Anything that wants firmness or solidity;
B valn project; that which is more speclous
than real. Hence, a false show; a cheat or
fraud; similarly, a delusive scheme or specula-
tion; an emptly project to ralse money on
imaginary grounds; as, the South Sea dubbly,

[ cg-bJﬁj person decelved by an empty project
5

The South Sea budble; 4 stock company
fzed In England by the Earl of Oxford to trade
with South America. The shares had an im-
mense sale at frentlr inflated values, which
caused financlal distress throughout England
when the commpany falled In 1720,

Syn.~Trifle, toy, fancy, concelt, wvision,
dream. froth. trash

organ-
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gon’ecept, n. | L. conceplus, a collecting, gather
inf. & thought, from concipere, to take in, con:
celve; con-, and capere, to take.] The subjectof

a conception; the object concelyed by the mind;
an abstract conception.

The modern distinction between percept and
concept, the one sensuous, the other intel
lectual. ~Max Miller.

g¢dn-cep’tion, n. [ME. conceplioun; L. conceptio,
a comprehending, a conception, from conceplus,
Pp- of concipere, 10 concelve.]

1. The act of concelving; the first formation
of the embryo ¢f an animal; figuratively, orl:
gin; source, beginning,

2. The act or power of conceiving in the
mind; that which is concelved in the mind; a
product of the lmaginative or Inventive fac
ulty. When an object is seen with the eyes,
there is a perceplion of it; when the same object
is presented to the mind {u idea only, or in
memory, there Is a conception of it.

3. In philosophy, that mental act or combi.
nation of acts by which an absent object of

rception is brought before the mind by the
natlon.

4. Thought, notion, or idea, in the
haensem; as, you have no conceplion how clever

e

5. A concelt; a fanciful thought; a fantastie
thought or figure of speech. [Obs.)

6. The formation in the mind of a plan or de
sign; a plan thoughtout beforehand: a mental
picture: an lma{ﬁf& an idea; as, an architect's
conceplion of a bullding

False conceplion; a conceptjon in which an
abnoriual, fleshy mass, as a tuwor or mole, Is
produced.instead of a normally developed fetus,
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