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NEIGHBORING GMO CORN COULD
“CONTAMINATE” YOUR CROP

Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) in
corn and other crops have generated quite a stir
recently. With exporting problems (especially to
the EU) and farmers making dangerous “GMO-
free” claims, Joe Lauer, extension corn agrono-
mist at the University of Wisconsin, warns that
pollen from a field with a GMO hybrid can “con-
taminate” a non-GMO hybrid in a neighboring
field. Even though the percentage of these ker-
nels in an approved field is very low, the very
sensitive tests for the presence of such genes
could result in unexpected positives. If contam-
ination problems are suspected, Lauer suggests
keeping the following in mind:

® Most corn pollen falls within 50 feet of the
plant, but isolation requirements for certified corn
hybrid seed production are 660 feet.

@ The greatest contamination occurs in the 165
to 248 feet nearest contaminating corn.

® Pollen from border rows in the non-GMO
field dilutes contamination.

® Natural barriers (for example tree lines) may
reduce contamination,

® An abundant supply of non-GMO corn pollen
at the right time reduces contamination.

® The direction of a field from contaminating
pollen influences the amount of contamination.

® “Depth of field” in the direction of the cont-
amination source is important.
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